
CONSULTATION:  PROTECTION FROM DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND SEX AND/OR GENDER IDENTITY

Seventh-day Adventist Church submission to the Australian Human Rights Commission

1 Introduction 

1. The Seventh-day Adventist Church, a Christian faith community, makes these comments to the Australian Human Rights Commission’s (AHRC) as a contribution to their consultation on Protection from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and sex and/or gender identity.

2 Comments
2. The Seventh-day Adventist Church urges caution in regard to the detail and extent of Federal legislation that attempts to provide protection from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and sex and/or gender identity. 

3. However, the Seventh-day Adventist Church does strongly support the right of people to make their own choices in life, including sexual orientation and sex and/or gender identity, and still be safe and free from vilification and harassment. (See Appendix A for a Seventh-day Adventist perspective relative to sexual orientation.)
4. The Seventh-day Adventist Church recommends that the AHRC advocate for freedom of expression and debate where differing views and beliefs can be respectfully voiced both in private and public without the threat of accusation of vilification or harassment.
5. The Seventh-day Adventist Church encourages the AHRC to take a leadership role in ensuring that in the course of protecting human rights in general or focussing on specific human rights (such as sexual orientation and sex and/or gender identity) there is no undermining of religious freedoms as enunciated by the United Nations and ratified by Australia.  

a. Those religious freedoms include much more than the right to believe, they extend to:

i. religious observance and practice;
ii. appointing people of like faith to entities run by faith communities;
iii. teach and uphold moral standards within faith communities;
iv. discriminate between right and wrong;
v. publicly teach and propagate one’s beliefs and faith.
b. Religious freedom reaches beyond the individual to also provide those same freedoms to religious or faith communities. 
6. The Seventh-day Adventist Church expresses concern that some perspectives outlined by the AHRC in the discussion paper and possible Federal legislation on this matter will lead to some entity having the need and the authority to arbitrarily determine where the balance should be between two conflicting human rights.  

a. This is troubling in light of the non-derogable right to religious freedom as declared in various documents voted by the United Nations that have also been ratified by Australia.

b. The work of the United Nations’ Commission on Human Rights ought to be studied when considering anything that might limit religious freedom.  Their Siracusa Principles provide substantive clarification of where there might be limitation and derogation of those human rights considered in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as non-derogable, one of which being the right to religious freedom.  Nowhere in those principles is there a reference to religious freedoms being able to be limited on the basis of balance. 
3 Recommendations

7. The Seventh-day Adventist Church recommends:

· Recommendation 1: That there be caution in encouraging legislation that singles out specific human rights and attempts to protect these in such detail that it has the identifiable potential to create conflict with other human rights.

· Recommendation 2: That no legislation be considered that can be shown to lead to the undermining of clearly enunciated non-derogable religious freedoms as declared by the United Nations and ratified by Australia.
4 Appendix A: Sexual Orientation:  A brief Seventh-day Adventist perspective
Jesus Christ affirmed the dignity of all human beings and reached out compassionately to them. He offered caring ministry and words of solace, while differentiating His love for sinners from His teaching about sinful practice.

Seventh-day Adventists endeavour to follow the instruction and example of Jesus by seeking to minister to all because we recognise that every human being is valuable. We also believe that by God's grace and through the encouragement of a community of faith, a person may live in harmony with biblical principles. 
Seventh-day Adventists believe the Christian Bible teaches that sexual intimacy belongs only within the marital relationship of a man and a woman, as designed by God during Creation.
The Bible declares: "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh" (Genesis 2:24, NIV). It affirms this pattern throughout the rest of the Scriptures.

The Bible also forbids sexual acts that occur outside a heterosexual marriage. It declares that the "sexually immoral" will inherit the kingdom of God only if "washed", "sanctified" and "justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 6:9-12, NIV).

Finally, in harmony with the example and ministry of Jesus Christ, the Seventh-day Adventist Church offers fellowship to any person, regardless of sexual orientation.
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